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).C. Commission Orders 
P.E.P. Co. to Reduce Rates 


wt of $1,037,189 Expected to Eliminate All Federal Excess Profits 
oxes—New Base Rate, Fully Depreciated and Representing True 
priginal Cost, Set at $80,771.719—Rate of Return Lowered to 5.5 Percent 


No fundamental changes were made 
n principles of the “Washington Plan” 
f utility rate regulation but numerous 
hanges were made in its operation last 
eek by the District of Columbia Pub- 
ic Utility Commission in an order re- 
Hucing rates of the Potomac Electric 
Power Co. by $1,037,189. 

In addition to the*rate cut, which is 
stimated to eliminate all federal excess 
profits taxes and cost the company 
nly about $250,000 out of pocket on 
he basis of 1943 operations, the Dis- 
rict Commission ordered: 

1. Immediate elimination of $5,581.- 
14 from the rate base as the last re- 
maining excess over original cost. 

2. Elimination of $17,884,120 in ac- 
ued depreciation reserve from the 

te base, putting the company on a 
lepreciated rate base. 

3. Elimination of somewhat more 
han ‘$1,000,000 in cash working capi- 
al from the rate base. The new rate 
base, fully depreciated and represent- 
ng true original cost, now stands at 
$90,771,719. 

4. A lowered annual rate of return, 
rom 6 to 5.5 percent. 

5. Straight-line depreciation rather 
han the company’s sinking fund 
method, and annual accruals at the 
rate of 2.7 percent, eliminating the 
earlier 4 percent interest on deprecia- 
tion allowances which had been de- 
ducted from annual depreciation 
charges to operating expense. 


PEPCO officials declined comment 
until they could study the order thor- 
oughly, and no indication could be had 
of whether an appeal would be taken. 
Neither was there any indication of 
whether Pres. Alfred G. Neal would 
carry out his statement, made during 
hearings, that if substantial reduction 
be made in the rate of return, he would 
recommend withdrawal of the company 
from the sliding scale agreement. 

U. S. Treasury. Procurement Division 
officials and attorneys for the Federal 
Works Agency, both of which entered 
the rate case seeking reductions far in 
excess of those actually awarded, did 
not immediately indicate whether they 
would appeal the order. The commis- 
sion failed to make a provision, sought 
by federal intervenors, for recapture. 
in the form of cash or free service, of 
excesses over allowable return accruing 
to the company in any year. The fact 
that the company can keep these ex- 
cesses was a factor in reducing the rate 
of return, a commission attache said. 

The commission did not, in ordering 
the largest single rate cut since the 
sliding scale agreement was instituted 
in 1925, take into consideration the 
recent statement by Treasury Secre- 
tary Henry Morgenthau that the federal 
government would not oppose rate cuts 
ordered to eliminate payment of fed- 
eral excess profits taxes. A commis- 
sion spokesman said the commission 
had settled the problem for itself two 
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years ago when in increasing rates 
charged by the Washington Gas Light 
Co., it stipulated that if the company 
became liable for excess profits taxes 
as a result of the increase, all extra 
revenue would be set aside for return to 
consumers. About $40,000 was thus 
returned, he said. 

The commission adopted a recom- 
mendation by its staff that cash work- 
ing capital be stricken from the rate 
base because sufficient capital is on 
hand as a result of the time lag be- 
tween monthly bill collections and 
quarterly federal tax payments. 


Fewer Excess Items 
Bring Red Tape Cut 


Disappearance of many items of util- 
ity equipment from the excess inven- 
tory lists submitted to the Office of War 
Utilities has led to a new policy under 
which regional utility engineers will 
free electric companies from having to 
clear purchase requests for stipulated 
items despite their presence on Sched- 
ule D of order U-1. 

Regional engineers have been in- 
structed by OWU’s Inventory Redis- 
tribution branch to notify utilities in 
their regions that they need not clear 
purchase orders for items found to be 
unavailable in excess inventory in their 
regions. Where materials are available 
in other regions in sufficiently large 
quantities to justify the extra transpor- 
tation, regional engineers have been in- 
structed to continue the central clearing 
requirement, even though this may re- 
quire inter-regional shipments. 

Hereafter, regional engineers were 
notified, emphasis in inventory redis- 
tribution will be upon the movement 
of relatively large quantities of excess 
material, with correspondingly less at- 
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tention paid to mevement of small 
excess stocks. In general, the Inventory 
Redistribution branch feels, the time 
has passed when it was necessary to 
redistribute small amounts of excess 
inventory because the items are critic- 
ally scarce. Major emphasis will be 
on moving those excess stocks which 
will return the greatest savings in 
material, production manhours and 
transportation. 

Thus utilities will be asked not to 
report as excess inventory equipment 
which is considered to be in poor condi- 
tien er which would require extensive 
repair. Jt is suggested that such in- 
ventory be scrapped to assure that it 
does not clutter up redistribution rec- 
ords and to keep it out of practical 
working minimum inventory. 

The Inventory Redistribution branch 
has suggested that regional engineers 
attempt to find buyers for substantial 
items of utility excess inventory which 
has not moved and for war surplus 
property reported by a disposal agency 
which may be of interest to utilities. 


P. B. McKee Challenges 


Bonneville Dam Profits 


A net profit of $7,000,000 in the 
last five years attributed to the Bonne- 
ville power administration by its ad- 
ministrator, Dr. Paul J. Raver, has been 
challenged by Paul B. McKee, president 
of Pacific Power & Light Co., who has 
termed it misleading. He also criti- 
cized a statement of Dr. Raver predict- 
ing profits of $10,000,000 for the pres- 
ent fiscal year. 

“If the Bonneville administration had 
charged to it anything like the total 
actual investment in power plants, lines, 
and other facilities at Bonneville and 
Grand Coulee, its financial picture 
would be pretty sad,” Mr. McKee said. 

“Bonneville pays no taxes to local, 
state, or federal governments on its 
property. By contrast the business- 
managed electric companies of Oregon 
and Washington now pay more than 
$10,000,000 a year in taxes, an amount 
that would wipe out completely Bonne- 
ville’s war profits. And these companies 
sell electricity at about half the national 
average price.” 

The Pacific Power head in referring 
to the predicted profit for the present 
year said, “The bureaucrats have been 
boasting that 85 percent of Bonneville’s 
sales have been going to war plants. 
That means the profit comes from war 
orders, and Uncle Sam has only paid 
out the money to war producers on one 
hand and taken back from Bonneville 
with the other.” 








THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFS 





CLEVELAND MuniciPa. Safety Council 
has been ordered to undertake an im- 
mediate survey of lighting conditions in 
offices, stores, shops and factories in 
order to recommend legislation to pro- 
tect and conserve the eyesight of citi- 
zens.. City councilmen in a resolution 
declared that “poor lighting in offices 
and industrial places is resulting in 
impairment or loss of vision of many 
persons, entailing a loss in the product- 
ive effort of the community.” 


Paciric Gas & E.ectric Co. has been 
awarded a certificate of appreciation by 
the Army Air Corps for its “valuable 
services” in the Air WAC recruiting 
campaign. Advertisements, radio ap- 
peals, and window appeals were used 
to gain recruits. 


A SURVEY IN THE BUFFALO market 
area by the Buffalo Niagara Electric 
Corp. showed that its customers want 
electric refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, and radios in that order as soon 
as they are available. Radios, the cus- 
tomers said, are the most difficult of 
appliances to get repaired followed in 
order by washers, irons, vacuum clean- 
ers, toasters, clocks, refrigerators, mix- 
ers, ranges, and percolators. 


TRAIN MOVEMENTS on the Union Pa- 
cific between LaGrande and Rieth, Ore- 
gon, are under finger-tip control of the 
dispatcher at LaGrande, who can throw 
switches electrically and put trains in 
and out of sidings. His control board 
shows the location of all trains and also 
automatically inscribes a record of each 
train’s progress over the 55-mile stretch. 


THIRTEEN YEARS WITHOUT AN ACCI- 
DENT resulting in loss of time is the rec- 
ord set by a six-man line crew of the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. at Oakdale. 
Cal. 


Sixty FARMS have received the 1943 
awards of the Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration “for distinguished war 
service in the production of the nation’s 
food through the use of electric power,” 
Administrator Harry Slattery has an- 
nounced, 


EIGHT BIG BOMBERS in the Far East- 
ern theater of war have been named in 
honor of leading war bond salesmen of 


utility companies under the manage- 
ment of Floyd W. Woodcock. 


“Hypro”, a 16-mm. film in natural 
color. has been added to the list of mo- 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ july 29, 194! 


tion pictures distributed by the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co. The picture te}, 
the story of electric power in Northen 
and Central California. 
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SHORTAGES OF SINGLE CONDUCTOR 
footage for civilian uses are easily ¢. 
plained by a report that 2,567,000,009 Hr lect 
feet of wire of the assault type used 
as a conductor in all front line com. Mist ¢ 
munications work have been made by i. 
the _nited States Rubber Co. in the Miervie 
last two and a half years. Other way Miitain 
uses brought production for the period Mterest 
up to 4,178,000,000 feet. entl 
untry 

TORNADO DAMAGE suffered by the Mie Mi 
Eastern Division of the Duquesne Light Hi wom 
Co. in the Pittsburgh area late in June 
included: 56 poles destroyed, 10 dis. MMfaslet! 
tribution transformers damaged, 22 Mijakin: 
street light mast arms destroyed, 40) Mip:t-w: 
service drops down, and 134,000 ft. of 
wire down. The wire down included (rele 
transmission (22 kv.) 7,000 ft., distri. rt he 
bution (4 kv.) 32.000 ft., distribution 
(secondary) 25,000 ft., service drops 
55,000 ft., and street lighting 15,000 ft. 


























Plan 
POWER GENERATED at Big Creek Plant Mipusin 
of the Southern California Edison Co. Hinki: 
by one acre foot of water is roughly MM Ele 
equivalent to the power generated by MR gr 
burning ten barrels of fuel oil at the Hi gov 
Long Beach Steam plant of the com- Mpvesti 
pany while at Boulder Dam power gen- MiMectri 
erated by the same amount of water is Mierted 
equivalent to that produced by one bar Hie. s 
rel of oil. pclus' 
Reason for the difference between i: a 
Big Creek and Boulder is that water Homes 
drops about 5.000 ft. at Big Creek and jit h 
only 500 ft. at Boulder. Also, water is §Bdera 
used through three or four plants at goods 
Big Creek, and only one at Boulder. _ 
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Chicago War Inspectors 
Attend Lighting Clinic 


A “Lighting for Inspection” clinici'*' 
presented by the Chicago Lighting Inj?" ° 
stitute, July 11-14, was attended by 3312! 
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inspectors from 109 war industries i] 
that area. All speakers and discussio 
leaders at the six three-hour session 
were members of the Illuminating Eng 
neering Society. Numerous inspection 
devices and lights were demonstrated 
and applied to severe and critical in 
spection problems on rejected and de 
fective war materials secured from the 
industries. 
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-British Plan Post-War 
-f| Domestic Electrification 


fic 


, 
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lls Mectric Homes in Britain Will Be Government Sponsored Projects, 
™ @ oline Haslett, Prominent Figure in English Electrical Industry, 


yeals—Appliance Market Expected to Develop Among Middle-Class 


OR 
X- 
() Maflectrification of British homes in the 
ed Mimediate post-war period will be al- 
n- Mbst entirely a government undertak- 
by Mic. This conclusion results from an 
he Miterview with Miss Caroline Haslett, 
ar Mibitain’s foremost exponent of women’s 
1d Miterests in matters electrical, who 
ently made a brief visit to this 
untry. In her capacity of adviser to 
he Hide Ministry of Labour on the training 
ht ME women and as president of the Elec- 
ie fiical Association for Women, Miss 
s. Maaslett is playing a large part in the 
)) Mezking of plans for low-cost housing 
\) Mapst-war, and it is mostly through her 
of Mforts that the plans include provision 
4 Mr electric cooking, water heating, com- 
j. @prt heating and refrigeration. 


8 Study Appliance Needs 


Plans for government-subsidized 
it MMousing loom large in English post-war 
. inking. Committees of the Institution 
y Mi Electrical Engineers, of manufactur- 
y™es group, of electric utility people and 
eM government personnel are studying, 
 Mavestigating and specifying domestic 
- Mectric appliances of all kinds in a con- 
‘Merted effort to evolve devices of proper 

e, shape, performance and cost for 

clusion in housing programs, All 


fis amounts to a preoccupation with 
‘fomestic electrification in terms of low 
| fost housing that largely excludes con- 


deration of electric appliances as 
(fijeods to be sold to individual buyers 
hose desire for them has been inspired 
y advertising and other sales promo- 
on. It will not be until the large de- 
hand of low-cost, subsidized housing 
as been pretty well filled that the elec- 
ric appliance business in England will 
pproximate what we contemplate as 
hat business in this country. Private 
nterprise, profit incentive, considera- 
jon of individual preference in product 
esign, all the diverse factors of a free 
nd open market, will sing low for some 
me, 
However, this kind of market, repre- 
‘tative of free-working enterprise, 
‘ill not be entirely absent from the 
@pritish scene, It will be small at first 

but is expected to grow as the low- 

ost housing requirements are met. It 
‘ill consist of the sale of appliances to 
middle class homes. It will undoubt- 
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edly respond to advertising and promo- 
tional effort with increasing speed and 
volume as people on the higher income 
levels see what the government is pro- 
viding in the way of electrical labor sav- 
ers and conveniences to those on lower 
steps of the economic ladder. Another 
influencing factor will be the fact that 
post-war promises no solution to the 
domestic servant problem of wartime. 

British plans contemplate the inclu- 
sion of electric appliances and also 
chairs, tables, beds and other large fur- 
niture in each housing unit as it is 
offered to the renter. Occupants will 
have to bring in only linen, dishes and 
the like to set up housekeeping. The 
rent will cover occupancy and charges 
on the furnished items and also what 
the British call the “standing charges” 
on electric and other services. The 
electric bill will be only for energy con- 
sumed. 

On this point of the electric bill, Miss 
Haslett was asked a question implying 
that rates in England might be too 
high to allow large usages of electricity 
in homes. This, she said. was ot the 
case. She instanced the rate per kilo- 
watt-hour for water heating in her own 
home—3 farthings, 144 cents par in 
U. S. money. Water heating service is 
separately metered; a higher rate ap- 
plies to other uses. In addition to the 
bill for energy consumed, Miss Haslett 
pays £5 per year “standing charge”— 
$24.36 at par exchange—which covers 
not only the costs included in the fixed 
or minimum charge common in this 
country but also rental of appliances, 
cooker, water heater and space heaters 
which are the property of the utility. 
Miss Haslett’s refrigerator she bought 
herself; the utility does not supply re- 
frigerators. 


Voltage Diversity a Factor 


Do the British people want the com- 
forts and conveniences of electrical liv- 
ing? There is a pretty general impres- 
sion that the British are quite satisfied 
with their ways of living and do not take 
kindly to new-fangled notions. Under 
the title, “Unwanted Improvements”, 
the New York Herald-Tribune pub- 
lished July 15 a letter to the editor 
signed “Wallis Rigby”, presumably an 





Englishman or an Englishwoman. The 
letter says: 

“A country which produced the 
Queen Mary and the Spitfires could 
have had all the refrigerators and cen- 
tral heating it wanted. It didn’t want 
them, It doesn’t want them......... 
British domestic outlook is further away 
from mechanization (than is American) 
by choice”. 

Miss Haslett said the writer of that 
letter must be a man, no Englishwoman, 
having learned what mechanization 
does in the factory where she works, is 
going to try to keep it out of her post- 
war home. 

To the final question—one of the 
whither-are-we-drifting kind—Miss Has- 
lett returned a _ circumspect reply. 
Probably the large plans now in the 
making for domestic electrification will 
require some kind of government-im- 
posed coordination on a regional basis. 
There are still in Britain more than 
vestigial remains of a condition that 
has been almost wholly avoided in the 
United States — a wide diversity in 
service voltage and frequencies. In or- 
der to realize low cost in production 
of appliances voltage and frequency 
must be standardized, if not for the 
whole country at least for large regions. 
Government will undoubtedly play a de- 
ciding part in this coordination. As 
to whether or not government, having 
gone so far, would take over the whole 
industry, Miss Haslett declined to ex- 
press an opinion. 


Mexico City to Get, Power 
from Ixtapantongo Project 


The first unit of Mexico’s Ixtapan- 
tongo hydroelectric project is now 
ready for operation. Designed to pro- 
vide 85,000 kw., the project is only the 
first step in the development of the 
water power resources of the Valle del 
Bravo basin, 120 miles west of Mexico 
City. 

Although most of the equipment for 
Ixtapantongo was originally purchased 
in Europe, the war prevented its de- 
livery and American equipment was 
substituted. Electrically the present in- 
stallation differs in many respects from 
the original design, but the total capac- 
ity and number of generating units re- 
main the same—three vertical turbine 
generator units of approximately 40,000 
hp. each. 

Water conditions are such on Rio 
Tilostoc that supplies the project that 
one 40,000 hp. unit can be operated as 
a runoff plant without storage. It is 
this unit which is ready for operation 
to relieve the urgent need for power in 
Mexico City. 
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Post-War Markets 
Goal of N. J. Council 


A comprehensive postwar market de- 
velopment plan calling for thorough 
market analyses and a strong promo- 
tional campaign were discussed at the 
recent meeting of the New Jersey Coun- 
cil of Electrical Leagues at Spring 
Lake. 

Still incomplete the plan as it is now 
drawn up places the responsibility on 
working committees of the Council of 
developing and controlling the types of 
surveys to be taken, advertising litera- 
ture and material, and organization of 
educational programs. Local leagues 
would adapt ‘Council material and 
programs to local conditions and handle 
all details in their own districts. 

Promotional approaches are to be 
made to three classifications: residential, 
commercial (including institutional and 
public works) and industrial. 

Members will be asked to carry part 
of the financial burden, but it is hoped 
that utilities and manufacturers will 
help underwrite the program because 
of its value as a load-builder and market 
developer. 

The plan committee is headed by 
Ronald T. King, utility representative 
from the Central Jersey League. Other 
members are Richard A. Ruiter, con- 
tractor, Passaic County League; Rich- 
ard H. Osgood, manufacturer, Essex 
League; Edgar F. Jobe, distributor, 
South Jersey League; and H. S. Allen, 
dealer, Jersey Coast League. 


Electrical Leagues Plan 
Conference at Detroit 


During the past year, electrical 
leagues have been directing a good 
share of their operations to the de- 
velopment of plans to provide more 
jobs after the war. This will be the 
general theme of the ninth annual con- 
ference of the International Associa- 
tion of Electrical Leagues, which is 
scheduled to be held in Detroit. Sep- 
tember 20, 21 and 22. 

W. A. Ritt, Minneapolis, I.A.E.L. 
President, has appointed a program 
committee consisting of J. A. Morri- 
son, Philadelphia, Chairman, J. S. Bart- 
lett, Washington, D. C., and Ralph 
Neumuller, New York, N. Y. 

Some of the important subjects be- 
ing considered for inclusion in the 
program are: 

Future of Lighting in the Commer- 
cial and Industria] Markets; Electrical 
Opportunities for Equipping and Mod- 
ernizing Industrial Plants and Com- 
mercial Occupancies; Electronics in 
Industry and other Fields; Home 


Planners’ Institute Programs, Expand- » 


ing the Builders’ Market with the Plus- 
Value of Complete Electrified Homes; 
Establishing a Local Potential for Post- 
war Appliance Sales; A New Approach 
to Rural and Residential Markets 
through Consumer Interests. 


Portal to Portal” Payment 
Made to Wisconsin Men 


Overtime “portal to portal” pay of 
$22,168 will be paid to 19 employees 
of the Wisconsin Electric Power Co., 
Milwaukee and 70 workers of the Wis- 
consin Gas & Electric Co., Racine, un- 
der a settlement agreement reached re- 
cently in circuit Judge Daniel W. Sulli- 
van’s court. Judge Sullivan ruled last 
October that the workers were entitled 
to collect pay for time spent traveling 
to and from jobs in company trucks as 
well as for some of the time they. had 
been subject to a 24-hour call for emer- 
gencies. The employes are members 
of the electrical workers union (AFL) 
and are line ground, trouble men and 
local agents. 


International Income Higher 


International Hydro-Electric System, 
Boston, has announced a net income of 
parent and subsidiary companies of 
$56,796 for the first quarter of 1944. In 
the corresponding period of 1943 the 
net loss was $10,870. 
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NITRIDING FURNACES—Wright Aeronautical Corp. has installed at its Ohio plan! 
58 Bell type furnaces for nitridiag aircraft cylinders and internal gears. Westing 
house believes this to be the largest single installation of nitriding furnaces in 
the United States. Employee checks base loaded with internal gears just before 
bell (seen in background) to cover inner hood and charge is put in place 











































Electric Power Demands 
Advance in June 6.4% 


Peak demands of the principal ele, 
tric utility systems of. the country {, 
June, 1944, aggregated 35,845,147 ky 
an increase of approximately 535, 
kw. over the preceding month and 
gain of 6.4 percent over June, 1% 
according to preliminary figures 4) 
nounced by the Federal Power Comm; 
sion. Preliminary figures on June, |94 
electric energy requirements indicate 
total of 18,331,605,000 kw.-hr.. doy 
about 325,000,000 kw.-hr. from M, 
which had one additional day. but , 
increase of 4.2 percent over June 
last year. 

June increases of 6.4 percent and 4: 
percent over June, 1943, for demand 
and energy respectively, compare wit 
May increases of 6.4 and 6.9 percen 
over May, 1943. 
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Analyzes Monthly Index 


To provide a clearer understandin 
of the Department of Commerce month! 
“Industry Survey,” covering electrica 
machinery, the National Electrica 
Manufacturers Association Statistica 
Department has prepared an analysis o 
the Commerce Department’s indexes 
The analysis explains how the indexe 
are prepared, the products covered. an( 
how the indexes reflect trends. 
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Reconversion Orders Aid 
Manufacturers Get Ready 


PB Advises Appliance Companies to Take Advantage of Progressive 
»structions So as to Be Prepared for Civilian Production When Man- 
pwer, Materials, and Facilities Become Available 


Manufacturers of washing machines 
d other electrical appliances have 
en advised by WPB to take advantage 
{reconversion orders which are being 
sued progressively by WPB so as to 
» ready for civilian production when 
nanpower, materials and facilities be- 
ome available, 

WPB is releasing, on a week-by-week 
hedule, four orders designed to ease 
he way into reconversion. Already re- 
eased are orders freeing aluminum and 
nagnesium for civilian production 
hich does not interfere with war out- 
put; allowing manufacturers to make 
ne working model of a product in- 
ended for post-war production; and 
uthorizing manufacturers to place 
rders for machine tools and other 
quipment necessary for post-war pro- 
luction. Still to come, on or after 
ug. 15, is an order allowing local WPB 
fices to approve plans for civilian pro- 
luction which can pass rigid tests to 
rove that it does not hold up war 
ork. 

WPB emphasized, in advising appli- 
ce makers to avail themselves of op- 
ortunities under this program, that no 
ate can be set for resumption of pro- 
uction of any specific appliance, but 
romised that manufacturers would be 
leased for civilian production as soon 
s possible. In no case will manufac- 
rers who can safely go ahead be held 
p to give an entire industry a uniform 
arting date. 

The WPB move came as representa- 
ves of the fractional horsepower elec- 
ic motor industry told WPB they can 
sume production of appliance motors 
ithin 60 days after military programs 
e canceled or cut back. A high WPB 
cial said recently that anticipated 
ircraft cutbacks before the end of the 
ear will go a long way toward freeing 
ese motors. If plane production is 
t back 20 percent, and there is no 
resent guarantee that the cut will be 
his extensive, he said, enough frac- 
onal horsepower motor capacity will 
freed to produce for appliances at 
€ prewar production rate. 

Many motor manufacturers argue that 
€ scarcity of their products should 
t be regarded as an obstacle to appli- 
ce production on the basis that the 
bor scarcity which restricts added 


motor production will also restrict ap- 
pliance production. This contention is 
not borne out by statements of WPB 
officials, and it fails to recognize that 
appliances can be manufactured in 
areas of good labor supply, as is the 
case with the electric iron program 
now past its authorized mark. 

Military requirements for fractional 
horsepower motors are at -heir peak, 
Army and Navy representatives told the 
committee, and no further facilities for 
motor production are planned. May 
production was up eight percent from 
April output, and preliminary figures 
indicated that June production also was 
up somewhat from tlt during May. 
Heavy bombers are using many of these 
motors. The B-29 Superfortress alone 
requires 153 fractional horsepower 
motors of 49 different types. 


B. C. Premier Explains 
Plan to Take Utility 


Premier John Hart of British Colum- 
bia has clarified plans of the Provin- 
cial Government for the taking over of 
the public utilities service of the British 
Columbia Electric Railway Co. and 
points out that Government plans will 
eventually include purchase of all pub- 
lic utility electrical systems in the 
province serving the general public. 

He intimated that the development 
would probably be financed by the issu- 
ance of long-term, low-interest bonds. 

The premier declared that plans for 
the purchase of the B. C. Electric have 
not advanced nearly as far as recent 
press reports would indicate. Because 
of the immensity of the deal, much 
planning and studying will be necessary 
before any action can be taken. 

Briefly, he outlined the following 
steps as probable moves toward govern- 
ment control of the hydro-electric sys- 
tem: 

1. Preparation of legislation, includ- 
ing a hydro-electric act, to be presented 
for approval at the next session of the 
Legislature. 

2. Appointment of a commission, fol- 
lowing legislative approval, to be re- 
sponsible for the purchase of the com- 


pany. 
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3. A gradual taking over of other 
power companies, including municip- 
ally-operated plants. 

4. A general overhaul of B. C. Elec- 
tric equipment and completion of the 
Bridge River hydro project. 

5. Establishment of low power rates 
that would prove attractive to new in- 
dustries, and extension of electric serv- 
ices in rural districts that do not now 
enjoy them. 

6. A re-financing plan, in which B. C. 
Electric shareholders will be offered 
long-term, low-interest bonds in lieu of 
stock. 

“So many details must be decided that 
it is impossible to present an accurate 
program of our plans;” Mr. Hart de- 
clared. “Many of these plans have not 
yet been considered by the government. 
It is our duty to see that the public is 
not ‘sold down the river’ on the pur- 
chase, to see that the price is an equit- 
able one.” 


6 States Meet to Push 
Mexican Water Treaty 


Sectional controversy over the pro- 
posed United States-Mexico water 
treaty (ELectricat Wortp, April 8 "44, 
p. 21) grew more intense recently when 
six of eight states affected met in Santa 
Fe., N. Mex., to support ratification of 
the treaty, snubbing Nevada, whose 
stand is not definite. California is vig- 
orously opposing the pact. 

Representatives of states in accord 
with the treaty, including Arizona, Colo- 
rado, New Mexico, Texas, Utah and 
Wyoming, formed an organization “to 
advise all persons of the intent and 
effort” of the pending agreement. 

The treaty, which has been submitted 
to the Senate for ratification, concerns 
utilization by the two countries of waters 
of the Colorado and Tijuana rivers and 
of the Rio Grande below Ft. Quitman. 


N.E.M.A. Offers Utilities 
Direct Mailing Material 


Direct mailing pieces designed for 
public utilities to enable them to show 
their industrial customers how better 
light and lighting methods will improve 
production are being offered at cost by 
the Industrial and Commercial Light- 
ing Equipment Section of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association. 
The three pieces now available are 
entitled, “How to Get Increased 
Manpower from Existing Personnel,” 
“Extra Help for Your Maintenance of 
Lighting Facilities,” and “Ways to 
Speed Up Production with Better Light- 
ing.” Other pieces are to follow. 



























































ENGINEERING WINDOWS ARE CROWD GETTERS—The transformer pole-top above 
is one of five engineering windows that bunched up sidewalk traffic around the 
Joliet office of Public Service Co. of Northern Illinois recently. Companion windows, 
all designed by Tom Haslam, featured a transmission pole top with expulsion tubes 
and switches, a power production display, one on electrical maintenance tools and 


a display of lineman’s safety equipment. 


Cards identified and explained items. 





3 Midwest Utility Co’s 
Are Involved in Sale 


Proposed sale of Iowa and Minnesota 
district properties of Central States 
Power & Light Corp. to Interstate Power 
Co., Dubuque and acquisition of Inter- 
state’s Bemidji and Crookston districts 
in Minnesota by the Otter Tail Power 
Co.. Fergus Falls weer announced con- 
currently last week (July 18) in Phila- 
delphia when approval of the two trans- 
actions was sought from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

By these moves the Interstate Power 
Co. would acquire physical properties 
from Central States in areas of north- 
eastern Iowa and southern Minnesota 
contiguous to its present system and con- 
sisting of 62 towns with approximately 
12.000 electric meters at a reported cost 
of $2,750,000. 

The Bemidji and Crookston district 
properties that Otter Tail proposes to 
purchase from Interstate for a reported 
$3.000,000 are in northwestern Minne- 
sota and include all water and electric 
generating, transmission and distribu- 
tion in 48 communities now being served 
by Interstate Power. These communities 
extend from Bemidji and Cass Lake 
west to Crookston, north to the Canadian 
line and south to Georgetown. The 
property includes considerable generat- 
ing capacity since there was no physical 
inter-connection between the Bemidji 
and Crookston districts and the rest of 
the Interstate System. 

Otter Tail Power Co. is a large oper- 
ating utility with general offices at Fer- 
gus Falls which furnishes utility service 
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to many towns in northwestern Minne- 
sota and North Dakota. The Bemidji- 
Crookston properties are contiguous to 
its present service area. 

Otter Tail Power Co. proposes to 
finance the purchase by the sales of 
$1.500.000 of 3 percent series 1974 first 
mortgage bonds at $101 and the sale of 
12.901 shares of 4.25 percent preferred 
shares at $101. Proceeds of the sale 
of property to Otter Tail Power will be 
used by Interstate to acquire the Cen- 
tral States Power & Light Corp. prop- 
erties, it was indicated. 

All personne] of the Central States 
Power & Light Corp. will be retained 
by Interstate. In like manner Otter Tail 
will retain al] employees of the Bemidji 
and Crookston districts, it is stated. 


Illinois Union Absorbs 
Iowa Union Electric Co. 


The Illinois Commerce Commission 
has approved merger of the Iowa Union 
Electric Co. into the Union Electric 
Co. of Illinois. The merger is the final 
step by which substantially all of the 
property of the Mississippi River Power 
Co. has been taken over by the Iowa 
Union Electric Co. which now is merg- 
ing with the Union Electric Co. of IIli- 
nois. 

Virtually all of the common stock of 
these three companies is owned by the 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri.“ 

In the order the surviving company, 
commonly called the Illinois Union, was 
authorized to issue $22,140,000 of its 
common stock, a portion of which will 
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be used in exchange for and \pon 4 
conversion of the common stock of ¢, 
Iowa Union Co. at the rate of 9 shay, 
of the common stock of the Illing 
Union for each 4 shares of the comm, 
stock of the Iowa Union Co. 

The surviving company was order 
to file as its new rates in Illinois tho, 
of the companies involved in the merge 

The Union Electric Co. of [ling 
sells power in the cities of East ¢ 
Louis and Alton and adjacent territ, 
while the Iowa Union Electric Co, «¢ 
power in Keokuk and Fort Madisy 
Ia., and Dallas City, IIl., and adjace 
territory. 








Operating Revenues 
Total $251,806,00 


Electric operating revenues of {) 
larger privately-owned electric utili 
in the United States in May, 1944, we 
$251,806,000, as compared to $235.37 
000 in May 1943, an increase of 7.0 pe 
cent, according to preliminary figur 
announced by the Federal Power (Cy 
mission. 

Revenue deductions _(ineludiy 
operating expenses, depreciation a 
taxes) were $199.000,000, or 10.0 p 
cent over those of May, 1943. 

Gross income, including other utili 
operating income, decreased 4.2 percet 
to $62,722,000 and net income in Va 
1944, was $37,844.000, a decrease of 3 


percent from the net for May, 1943 


Want Meter Boxes Made 


Manufacturers of electric switch 
have recommended to WPB that how 
hold electric meter boxes be remo 
from restrictions of order M-126, whi 
prohibit their production. The reco 
mendation was made at an industry 4 
visory committee meeting and was ba 
on demand for meter boxes by publ 
utilities and by Rural Electrificati 
Administration cooperatives. 

The committee suggested that restr 
tions be removed as soon as poss! 
and that WPB permit the manufactu 
of combination meter enclosures 4 
service entrance equipment. 


Seek Standard Revision 


The Standard Refrigeration Comp" 
sor Association has recommended 4 
vision of Commercial Electric-Refrigt 
tion Condensing Units, Commer 
Standard (Emergency) CS (E) 10 
(TS-3741), which is being submitte 
producers, distributors, and users 
acceptance. 
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rderef Lack of rainfall in all major areas has 
thodamot yet cut hydro-electric energy output 
ficiently to cause any worry over 
ywer availability or much concern over 
xtra fuel consumption, a spokesman 
titogmor the Office of War Utilities said this 
- sellmveek. 
disom Effects of the sub-normal precipita- 
‘on in all major hydro areas during 
ecent weeks has been minimized by the 
act that storage reservoirs were uni- 
ormly full or well filled at the end of 
he storage season some months ago. 
Reservoirs are now generally on the 
le curve, the OWU spokesman said, 
pr about normally full for this season. 
Continued abnormally low precipita- 
jon during the last half could entail use 
of extra fuel on an appreciable scale. 
Inder the worst water conditions, it was 
estimated, an additional five percent of 
e year’s fuel requirements might be 
required, but there is nothing now to 
uggest that these conditions will obtain 
his year. Since such conditions could 
apply only to the less than half a year 
remaining, the cost in coal in 1944 
would be somewhat under 2,000,000 
tons. While this amount additional is 
not inconsiderable, under existing con- 
ditions, there are other factors in the 
electric power picture which could 
cause even greater deviations either way 
in utility coal requirements. 
Meanwhile, as military requirements 
for oil mounted, the Petroleum Admin- 
istration for War again revoked excep- 
tions to Petroleum Distribution Order 
#ag 13, under which 25 oil-fired plants in 
waa the 17 Atlantic Coast states have been 
hi@am allowed for several months to purchase 
om excess fuel oil for generating purposes. 
sam Not all plants had taken advantage of 
jam the exceptions, an OWU official pointed 
big out. Solid Fuels Administration for 
ti War officials said the revocation would 
entail use of an additional 300,000 tons 
gg of coal monthly, but it was believed 
iim that by no means all of this would be 
required by electric utilities. 
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Rural Lines Approved 


Illinois Commerce Commission has 
authorized construction of rural power 
lines and two industrial power lines 

4 by the Central Illinois Public Service 
Co., and the Ilinois Power Co. Com- 
mission Chairman John D. Biggs has 
announced, 

The C.LP.S. will build and operate 
2.16 miles of rural electric line in Cass, 
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Hancock and Jersey counties while the 
I. P. C. will build 6.95 miles of such 
line in McLean, Morgan, Tazewell, 
Knox, Bond, Washington and Mont- 
gomery counties. 

The C.LP.S. also was granted au- 
thority to build 0.66 mile of power line 
to serve the repair shops of the Missouri 
Pacific railroad near Gale, Alexander 
county. 

The Illinois Power Co., was given per- 
mission to construct 2.03 miles of 
34.5 kv. power line to furnish addi- 
tional power to a large war plant at 
Decatur, Illinois. 


WPB Limits Shipments 
As Copper Needs Rise 


Third-quarter requirements for cop- 
per wire and cable will exceed pro- 
ductive capacity, WPB told representa- 
tives of the industry recently. As a re- 
sult of the squeeze, WPB has sent di- 
rectives to all producers, establishing 
quotas limiting shipments on V-3 or- 
ders to consumers, dealers and repair- 
men operating under Controlled Mate- 
rials Plan Regulation 9. Effect will be 
to put a greater part of the supply 
directly into war uses. 

Meanwhile, the Copper Division 
took over handling of all components 
included in finished wire and cable. 
including cotton, steel, polyvinyl chlor- 
ide and other materials. Some of these 
are very scarce, but additional manu- 
facturing capacity will soon be provided 
in some cases and directives on pro- 
ducers will assure adequate supplies 
in others. 


Handbooks to Boost Sales 


Procedures that individual firms may 
use in planning for increased post-war 
sales are contained in two handbooks 
prepared by the Association of Consult- 
ing Management Engineers for the Com- 
mittee for Economic Development. The 
committee believing that wholesaling 
and retailing must be geared to a post- 
war expansion of production and sales 
at least one-third greater than in 1940 
had one of the handbooks prepared for 
wholesalers and the other one for re- 
tail dealers. 


C.S.E. Corp. Gets Extension 


Central States Electric Corp. has 
been given until Oct. 17 to file reor- 
ganization plans by the Federal District 
Court at Richmond, Va. Previously re- 
organization proceedings had been con- 
tinued to July 18. 





Supercharger Use 
In Post-War Period 


The tendency toward lighter weight 
internal combustion engines for land 
and marine applications will stimulate 
wider use of superchargers, is the opin- 
ion of C. S. Davis, president of Borg- 
Warner Corp. This trend was predicted 
at a recent conference where the hosts 
were that company and their Milwaukee 
Division, B-W Superchargers, Inc. (for- 
merly McCulloch Engineering Corp.). 

A positive displacement supercharger 
was developed and produced by the 
predecessor company, and is used today 
in a large number of engines, mostly 
diesels, for high speed boats, landing 
craft, other marine uses, locomotives, 
and generating units for military instal- 
lations. Power of these engines has 
been increased by supercharging 20 to 
30 percent and, in some cases, con- 
siderably more, according to E. W. 
Wasielewski, chief engineer of B-W 
Superchargers, Inc. A large proportion 
of four-cycle engines in military service 
are now supercharged. In the engi- 
neer’s opinion there appear to be no 
obstacles to doubling engine power by 
supercharging. 

Trend in diesel engines is a shift 
from four-cycle to two-cycle type, ac- 
cording to J. P. Stewart, assistant gen- 
eral manager. He stated that before the 
war two-cycle engines were rarely built 
below 1.000 hp., but that recent statis- 
tics released by the Navy show that 75 
percent of all its installed diesel horse- 
power is of the two-cycle type. much 
of it in small engines. Diesel builders 
are now developing two-cycle engines 
ranging from 15 hp. to 2,500 hp. and 
operating on the whole at higher piston 
speeds than the four-cycle engines. 

Mr, Stewart is certain that this de- 
velopment of two-cycle diesels makes it 
necessary for the four-cycle diesel to be 
supercharged to obtain the higher 
mean effective pressure for meeting 
the competition of the two-cycle en- 
gines. 

«© 


C.E.P. Earnings Remain 
at 1943 Rate, $1.14 Share 


Despite the loss of a large amount of 
electricity sales in the territory sold 
last October to the Imperial Irrigation 
District of California, the California 
Electric Power Co. has estimated_ its 
net earnings for 1944 at $1,170,667 or 
$1.14 a common share, the same as in 
1943. Increased revenues, lower operat- 
ing expenses, and lower interest charges 
because of a bond refunding are given 
the credit by company officials for main- 
taining the net earnings. 
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Wisconsin Utility Co. 
Sets-up Pension Plan 


A plan to supplement payments which 
retired employees will receive under the 
Social Security Act has been approved 
by the board of directors of the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corporation and 
the Menominee & Marinette Light & 
Traction Co. Approval by the United 
States Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue will make the plan fully effective. 

Contributions will be made by the 
company into a trust fund administered 
by a board of trustees.. No contributions 
from employees will be required. All 
money paid into the fund by the com- 
pany can be used only for benefits to 
employees, and no money paid in can 
be returned to the company. 

A pro-rated system of payments has 
been set up based upon an employee’s 
annual income and length of service, 
but in no case shall the pension payment 
be greater than an amount, which, when 
added to his Social Security benefit, 
will be necessary to give the employee 
an income of one-half his average 
salary. 

The board of trustees will consist of 
four vice-presidents of the company and 
the personnel director. 


Plastic Products 
Figures Released 


The Navy Department has now given 
Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Corp. 
permission to reveal its production rec- 
ord of polyethylene plastics, compon- 
ent of coaxial cable used in radar equip- 
ment. In a little more than two years 
from the date the corporation was given 
the assignment, Carbide is producing 


the Navy’s requirements for polyethy- 


lene at a rate 600 percent of the de- 
signed capacity of the plant. ; 
A little over two years ago, the U. S. 
Navy learned that the corporation, in 
collaboration with an associate com- 
pany, The Linde Air Products Co., had 
developed a high pressure synthesis of 
a new material, polyethylene, and it 
was found that this material met the 
Navy’s requirements of an insulation for 
coaxial cable used in radar equipment. 
At the Navy’s request, these two com- 
panies working together designed a 
plant to produce polyethylene. Within 
thirteen months from the date the proj- 
ect was authorized, this plant was pro- 
ducing at 180 percent of rated capacity. 
One year after the plant commenced 
the production of polyethylene, a com- 
ponent of radio cable essential to the 
efficiency of electronic communications 
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units and, therefore, vital to the success 
of naval operations, production for the 
year equalled 240 percent of the rated 
output for the facilities. 

Today, approximately two years after 
having been given the assignment, this 
plant is producing polyethylene at 600 
percent of rated capacity and is pro- 
viding the Navy’s requirements of this 
material for use in coaxial cable. 


Petitions to Sell Bonds 


Central New York Power Corp. has 
petitioned the Public Service Commis- 
sion for authority to issue and sell 
$50,000,000 in general mortgage bonds, 
in order to redeem $45,000,000 bonds, 
334 percent series, due 1962, and $5,- 
000,000 of the 3% percent series, due 
1965. Selling and redemption prices 
will be announced in another petition 
to be filed with PSC, but the interest 
rate is not to exceed 3 percent. 





MEETINGS 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Southwestern section, Palomar Hotel, Santa 
Cruz, Calif. (change in place), August 28-30. 
H. L. Gerber, secretary, Room 205, City Hall, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
operation section, New Orleans, La., Septem- 
ber 21-22. J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 303 
Haas-Howell Bidg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Previously Listed 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pa- 
cific Coast technical meeting, Biltmore Hotel, 
Los Angeles, Calif.. August 29-September |. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 W. 39th 
St., New York 18, N. Y. 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors— 
Northwestern section, Olympia Hotel, Olympia, 
Wash., August 21-23; E, B. Morrison, secretary, 
P.O. Box 70, Portland, Ore. Western section, 
Claypool! Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind., September 
11-13; F. H. Moore, secretary, 320 N. Meridian 
St., Indianapolis, Ind. Eastern section, DeWitt 
Clinton Hotel, Albany, N. Y., September 18-20: 
F. N. M. Squires, secretary, 85 John St., New 
York, N. Y. Southern section, Ainsley Hotel, 
Atlanta, Ga., September 25-27: A. M. Miller, 
secretary, 219 Governor St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Edison Electric Institute — Accident prevention 
committee, E.E.1. headquarters, New York, N. Y.., 
September 12-13. Col. H. S. Bennion, managin 
director, 420 Lexington Ave., New York 17, 
aS ¥s 


IMuminating Engineering Society—Annua! conven- 
tion, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Iil., 
September 14-16. A, D. Hinckley, executive 
secretary, 5| Madison Ave., New York 10, N. Y 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual fal! motion. 
French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Ind., 
September 20-22. E. F. Hauser, secretary- 
treasurer, 1414 Circle Tower, Indianapolis, Ind. 


International Association of Electrical Leagues— 
Annual conference, Detroit, Mich., September 
20-22. O. C. Small, secretary, 155 E. 44th St., 
New York 17, N. Y. 


Association of iron and Steel Engineers—Annua!l 
meeting, Wm. Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
September 25-27. Brent Wiley, managing di- 
rector, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New 
York State—Annua! meeting, Lake Placid Club, 
Lake Placid, N. Y., September 26-28. T. J. 
wectge. secretary, 200 E. Third St., Jamestown, 

































Bonneville Construction 
to Cost $6,935,000 in Ya, 


A $6,935,000 construction Progra 
designed to meet expanded load grow, 
and to increase operating efficieticy 
the transmission system has hep 
planned for the fiscal year begin; 
July 1 by the Bonneville project, 

Included are 230 kv. transmigsiy 
lines from Grand Coulee Dam to yj 
way substation by way of Moses Laks 
$1,008,000; 230 kv. substation and 4 
ditions, $2,658,000; system extengi, 
and service to industrial customer 
$2,954,000, including $485,000 for 
115,000 volt line from Grand Cou), 
Dam to Brewster, Wash.; general str 
tures $90,000. Advance surveys, desig 
investigation tools, equipment 
miscellaneous -capital additions are « 
pected to aggregate $225,000. 


I.&M.E. Co. May Drop 
Power Plant Write-ups 


Indiana & Michigan Electric (Cy 
South Bend, Ind., has been given per 
mission by FPC to drop from its electric 
plant accounts amounts totaling $8, 
747,818.83 in write-ups, intercompan 
profits and other amounts representing 
excess over original cost. Of the 
amount to be disposed of $6,531,773.3 
represents an appraisal write-up and 
adjustments due to intercompany tran 
actions relating to acquired property 
and $1,324,192.11 represents intercom 
pany profit on engineering and super 
vision fees paid to American Gas & Elec 
tric Co., parent company. 


Asks Property Evaluation 
On Ottawa Light & Powe 


Ottawa Hydro-Electric Commission 
has been authorized by the Ottawa City 
Council to ask the Ontario Hydro-Elec- 
tric Power Commission to make a val- 
uation of the assets of the Ottaw: 
Light, Heat & Power Co. lying withis 
the city’s boundaries. It is proposed 
that these assets be taken over eventu: 
ally by the Ottawa Commission. 


I. P. Co. Gets Facilities 


Idaho Power Co.’s acquisition of elee 
tric power facilities serving Sun Valley, 
Idaho, from the West Power Co. 
Portland, Ore., has been approved ly 
the Oregon public utilities commission, 
it was announced recently. 
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separation of blow 

arcing between contacts - 
dependable action . . . fast, sa 

ing ... these are some of the 

of L-M “PVD” Fuse Cutouts tha 
peal to utility men. Line Material, o 
of the leading manufacturers in its 
field, also makes, in the ‘‘PVD’’, a fuse 
cutout that is a leader in safety and 
dependability. It is a sound invest- 
ment to standardize on ‘““PVD”’ Fuse 
Cutouts—an investment that will be 
repaid in savings and safe operation. 
Talk to the Line Material Company 
representative, or write Line Material 






Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
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complete information. 
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ONE MINUTE RE-FUSING Seconds count in restoring outages. 
On-the-pole re-fusing of PVD Fuse Cutouts cuts outage time; and it is a 
safe, easy operation, as pictured below. Or, if the lineman has a spare 
fused PVD door, it takes ONLY 6 SECONDS. He just opens the old 
door, lifts it off, and slams on the fused door. PVD Fuse Cutout doors 
are perfectly interchangeable—you save time when restoring outages. 
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ove blown fuse 2 Insert new fuse 3 Firmly pull new PVD door recloses ci | 
link. Unscrew fuse link in tube. It fuse over the easily—hooks on prout 
ge cap, pull out slides through PVD _ spring-actuated flip- its hinge and swings quick 


femaining section of cartridge without a out device, and fasten shut in one continu- E 
the blown link, hitch. Replace cap. it with knurled nut. ous, easy movement. 


LINE MATERIA 
FUSE CUTOUTS & FUSE LIN 


L-M DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: Distribution Transformers +» Fuse Cutouts and Fuse Links + Lightning Arres 
Oil Switches +» Pole Line Hardware + Line Construction Specialties » Underground Equipment - Fibre Conduit - Street Lighting Equipm iy 










NEWS WAS NEWS—Starting on D-Day, June 6, and continuing for 18 days, the Boston Edison Co. provided space 
in one of the windows at its Boylston St. building for hourly week-day broadcasts of war news from 9 a.m. to 


6 p.m. 
window. 


Insert shows the announcers and commentators of Station WEEI of the Columbia system who occupied the 
The crowd heard the broadcast over a public address system 
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GARDEN—Since mid-April, when 31 
janted, this sales floor victory garden 
care of Thelma Bly, Wisconsin Power 
at Fond du Lac. Ten 300-watt flood- 
ly kept plants growing normally from 
ne 1 well-grown tomato plants, bearing 
mted to remind visitors that canning 
iss Bly is M. R. Northon, sales super- 
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...make 5-cycle breakers Standard...and Smaller 


Twenty years ago, no one could specify 
the exact interrupting speed of a power 
circuit breaker. Why? Interrupting time of 
high voltage breakers varied from 20 to 40 
cycles. Breakers were rated on a 2-minute 
duty cycle . . . contact maintenance was 
cecessary after a few interruptions .. . fast 
reclosing was not practical. 

In 1930, Westinghouse introduced the 
“De-ion Grid’. It revolutionized arc inter- 
ruption, soon making 12-cycle breakers 
(and later 8-cycle) the accepted standard. 
Faster clearing of faults meant greater sys- 
tem stability, more efficient use of transmis- 
sion and distribution lines . . . reduced 
maintenance expense on breakers. 

In January, 1944, Westinghouse announced a 
5-CYCLE breaker for 115 kv and above...rated 
on a 15-second duty cycle, suitable for very fast 
reclosing, and smaller than previous breakers. 

In. just 20 years, through painstaking 
research in the laboratory and the field, 
Westinghouse is proud to have played a 
leading part in reducing circuit breaker 
opening time 75% ... duty cycle from 
2 minutes to 15 seconds . . . mainte- 
mance cost... and size and weight ma- 
terially ... while maintaining ruggedness. 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 


Company, Dept. 7-N, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
J-97085 


Westinghouse 


PLANTS IN 25 CITIES... OFFICES EVERYWHERE 


CENTRAL STATION EQUIPMENT 





Multi-Flow ‘‘De-=ion Grids” 
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J. B. MacNeill, Manager of the Switchgear and Control Division, 
and his associates have given the industry another far-reaching 
circuit breaker development—the new 5-Cycle Type GM Breakers, 
for systems 110 kv and above. 

SMALLER than the 8-cycle breakers it supersedes, the GM requires 
less oil, less oil handling, and smaller foundations... but retains 
equivalent ruggedness. 


hutput Curve Moves 
Slightly Upward 


The output curve advanced slightly 
ring the week ended July 22, 1944, 
cording to figures released by the 
jison Electric Institute. The amount 
electrical energy distributed by the 
sht and power industry during the 
eek amounted to 4,380,930,000 kw.- 
compared with 4,377,152,000 kw.-hr. 
1; the preceding week, which ended 
» July 15. Figures for the week rep- 
sented am increase of 4.4 percent 
ver the 4,196,357,000 kw.-hr. distrib- 
ed during the corresponding week a 
par ago. The output for the similar 
eek two years ago was lower, being 
625,645,000 kw.-hr. 

Five of the seven major geographic 
prions of the country reported in- 
eases for the week over the corre- 
onding week last year, the Pacific 
ast states, as usual, leading with an 
crease of 18.5 percent. The Southern 
tates ran second with a gain of 9.7 
scent. In New England, a loss of 
7 percent reported for the week ended 
ily 15, as compared with the corre- 
ponding week last year, was converted 
to a gain of 0.3 percent for the week 
nded July 22 over the similar week of 
The Mid-Atlantic group was the only 
ne to report a greater decrease under 
e corresponding week last year than 
as reported last week. 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1943 1942 
July 24 July 25 
July 17 July 18 
July 10 July 11 
July 3 July 
June 26 June 
June 19 June 
June 12 June 
June 5 June 
May 29 May 
May 15 May 
May 8 May 
May |! May 
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ewfane Power Granted 
Rehearing by Commission 


A petition of the Lockport and New- 
ne Power and Water Supply Co. for 
rehearing upon a recent order of the 
w York Public Service Commission 
termining the original cost of com- 
ny s property and directing the elim- 
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ination of more than $123,000 from the 
utility’s plant account has been granted. 

The company, which serves New- 
fane, Niagara County, requested the 
rehearing to submit aditional evidence. 
Commissioner Maurice C. Burritt will 
preside at the hearing on Tuesday 
morning, Aug. 1, in the State office 
building, Buffalo. 
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Begin Generating Plant 


Construction of a new generating 
plant at Inverness, N. S., for the Nova 
Scotia Power Commission has begun. 
Equipment for the plant which will 
furnish light and power for Inverness 
and Victoria counties has arrived from 
the United States. 

























































W. J. Thompson Promoted 
by Buffalo Utility 


Appointment of Walter J. Thompson, 
manager of the advertising bureau and 
director of public relations for the 
Buffalo Niagara & Eastern Power Corp. 
as a vice-president of the corporation 
has just been announced by Colonel 
William Kelly, President. 


Mr. Thompson joined the corporation 





in-1930 as editor of its employee maga- 
gine, the Niagara Hudson News. Three 
years later he was named manager of 
the advertising bureau which he has 
headed since that time. 

Following graduation from George- 
town University, Mr. Thompson worked 


_ a8 a newspaper reporter in Washington, 


D. C., and from 1926 to 1930 he was 
assistant supervisor of public relations 
for the International Railway Co. He 
then became identified with the Buffalo 
utility. He is vice-president of the 
Buffalo Public Relations Council and a 
member of the Buffalo Chamber of 
Commerce. 


P ALLAN Brooks, secretary of the Mas- 
sachusetts Department of Public Utili- 
ties, and a distinguished authority on 
regulative practice and legislation in the 
Bay State, retired from duty on July 1 
after 40 years of service. Prior to his 
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connection with the commission’s pred- 
ecessor, the Massachusetts Railroad 
Commission, in 1904, Mr. Brooks was 
for a time associated with the then 
State Board of Docks and Terminal 
Facilities. Upon his retirement, Mr. 
Brooks was presented with a war bond 
and scroll testifying the regard of his 
associates and friends at the Massachu- 
setts capital, and expressing apprecia- 
tion of his long and competent service. 


North Central Group 
Elects New Officers 


R. F. Pulver, vice-president and gen- 
eral sales manager, Minnesota Power & 
Light Co., has been elected president of 
the North Central Electric Association, 
covering the states of Minnesota, North 
and South Dakota. 

Details of Mr. Pulver’s career were 
published in ELectrica, Worip (June 
10, 1944, page 154) at the time of elec- 
tion to a vice-presidency. 

R. A. Phillips of Sioux Falls was 
chosen vice-president; J. A. Hennessy, 
Minneapolis, treasurer and John Lap- 
ham, secretary-manager. 


PR. G. Akin has been appointed 
sales-thanager, midwest division of 
Littelfuse, Inc., of Chicago and EI 
Monte, Calif. Mr. Akin was formerly 
with Swift & Co. in market reséarch 
and later served as assistant director 
of sales with John Morrell & Co. Just 
prior to his connection with Littelfuse 
he was national sales manager of the 
cellulose tubing division of Sylvania In- 
dustrial Corp., New York. 


> Witsur F. Hurveurt has recently 
been made president of the Automatic 
Switch Co., New York, N. Y. W. F. 
Hurlburt, Jr., is now vice-president and 
general manager. 

> Witt S. Etprepce, assistant chief 
testing engineer, Commonwealth Edi- 
son Co., retired from active service 
recently after nearly 34 years with the 
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Chicago utility. He began his caree, 
1910 in the testing department: bec, 
head of starting engineering work 
all company generating station, 
1919 and in 1938 was made assis 
chief testing engineer. 





R. H. Olson Assumes 
New Executive Dutic 


R. H. Olson, who has been map; 
of the New York district office of ; 
Electric Machinery Mfg. Co., Mir 
apolis, Minn., has been appointed 
the position of vice-president in chay 











of sales, with headquarters at the « 
pany’s home office in Minneapolis. 

Mr. Olson began his association w 
the Electric Machinery Mfg. organi 
tion in 1919, following graduation fr 
the University of Minnesota. Sta 
at the Minneapolis district office, he 
transferred to St. Louis in 1925 as‘ 
trict manager and in 1930 became 
trict manager at New York. 

A. P. Burris will take over the du 
of district manager at New York 
succeed Mr. Olson. 


sale 
tric 
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> James Tate has been appointed 
rector of marketing of The Dumore! 
Racine, Wis. Mr. Tate has been « 
ciated with the Dumore organiza 
for more than a year as director 0! 
dustrial and marketing research. | 
new position, Mr. Tate will assume i 
responsibility for the development 
sale.of Dumore’s dual line of fractit 
horsepower motors and precision 
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> J. Arruur Apsey, display supe Co. 
of Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Pe 
Corp., has been promoted to mat 
of the advertising bureau. Donal! 


FRANK, assistant supervisor, will 
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eed Mr. Apsey as supervisor of ex- 
bits and displays. Mr. Apsey will 
handle the company’s commercial ad- 
ms MM rising, radio and direct mail and 
Sista jst-war sales advertising. All public 
elations activities will continue under 
he direction of Vice-president Walter 


7. Thompson. 
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WittiAM BALpDERSTON, formerly vice- 
resident in charge of the commercial 
i:vision, Phileo Corp., has been elected 
ice-president in charge of operations 
snd a member of the executive commit- 
ee. Mr. Balderston joined Philco in 
1930. In 1941 he was elected a director 
snd vice-president with offices in Wash- 
ington in charge of the company’s war 
ork, including the production of radar 
land radio war equipment for the Army 
and Navy. 


of { 


Hugh Stewart Appointed 
Executive Engineer 


Hugh Stewart, formerly assistant sup- 
rintendent of electric production of the 
San Diego Gas & Electric Co., San 
Diego, Calif., has been appointed exec- 
utive engineer of the company—a newly 
created position. The position of gen- 
eral superintendent, held by Emery D. 
Sherwin prior to his election as vice- 
president in charge of operation (Exec- 
TRICAL WorLD, June 17, 1944, cover and 
page 16), has been abolished. 

Mr. Stewart joined the San Diego 
utility in 1922 as an engineer in the 
construction department. Except for a 
short period spent on re-valuation work. 
he remained in the construction depart- 
ment until 1938. At that time he was 
transferred to the electric production de- 
partment, and was made assistant sup- 
erintendent of that department in 1940. 


G. H. Smith Resigns 


G. H. Smith has resigned as general 
sales manager, Edison General Elec- 
tric Appliance Co., Chicago, according 
to an announcement by R. W. Turnbull, 
president. A successor to Mr. Smith has 
not been named. Mr. Smith, who joined 
Hotpoint in 1936 and served as a prod- 
uct division sales manager, has held the 
top sales position at Hotpoint since 


§ ae He has not made known his future 
plans, 












>0. R. Evans has been appointed 
manager of the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co.'s Humboldt division, succeeding J. 
W. Coons, who has retired after 39 
years of service with P. G. & E. Mr. 
Evans has beén assistant general super- 
intendent of the company’s San Fran- 
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cisco and East Bay divisions. He 
started his career with P. G. & E. in 
1909 as a lineman and was division 
superintendent in Stockton, Calif., for 
a number of years. 


OBITUARY 
Alfred A. Brown 


Alfred A. Brown, vice-president in 
charge of sales and a director of the 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., died on 
July 18 in Polyclinic Hospital, Okla- 
homa City. He was stricken with a 
heart attack on July 16, but was thought 
to be on the way to recovery. 

Mr. Brown, who was well known 
through his sales activities in utility 
associations, had been associated with 
the Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. for 


many years. 





He entered the employ of the com- 
pany in 1910 in the commercial depart- 
ment at Muskogee. From 1911 to 1917 
he served as sales manager of the 
Northern States Power Co. at St. Paul. 
but following military service in World 
War I, he returned to Oklahoma Gas. 
In his position as sales manager of the 
company, he organized a plan of dealer 
co-operation for the selling of electric 
appliances which received national 
recognition. Mr. Brown was named 
vice-president in charge of sales in 1940. 


James E. O’Connor 


James E. O'Connor, vice-president 
and secretary of the Pennsylvania Water 
& Power Co., died suddenly in Balti- 
more on July 19. 

Mr. O’Connor had been with the 
Pennsylvania Water & Power Co. con- 
tinuously since its organization in 1910 
and had an active and important part 
in the development of the company. 
His first duties were at the hydro-elec- 





tric plant at Holtwood, Pa. In 1915 he 
became purchasing agent of the com- 
pany. He was elected vice-president 
and secretary of the company in 1940. 


> Tuomas W. Oziin, 60, member of 
the Virginia State Corporation Com- 
mission, and for more than 25 years 
active in Virginia business and goevern- 
mental affairs, died on July 14 at St. 
Luke’s Hospital in Richmond. Judge 
Ozlin, as he was familiarly known, had 
been in failing health for several 
months, but he continued his duties with 
the state regulatory body until last 
spring. when his illness compelled him 
to remain away from his office. A native 
of Virginia, Judge Ozlin was graduated 
in law from the University of Virginia. 
While practicing his profession, he was 
appointed to the Virginia State Cor- 
poration Commission in 1933 and served 
two terms as chairman under the rule of 
rotation which prevails. 


> Joun T. Brinrorp, who has been con- 
nected with the department of opera- 
tion and engineering of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. since 1926, 
died on July 11 after an extended illness. 
Mr. Binford’s work brought him into 
contact with engineers of many of the 
power companies and other wire-using 
organizations throughout the country. 
Born in Baltimore in 1894, he attended 
Johns Hopkins University and, follow- 
ing military service in World War I, he 
joined the engineering department of 
the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 
Co. and Associated Companies in Balti- 
more in 1921, handling co-operative 
work with the power companies. He per- 
formed similar duties in the operation 
and engineering department of A. T. & 
T. on a national scale. Mr. Binford 
served on several of the committees 
which prepared the current edition of 
the National Electrical Safety Code. 
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Output at New High; 
G.E. Earnings Drop 


General Electric Co. earnings were 
less in the first half of 1944 than in 
the first half of 1943 in spite of an 
increase in production for this period 
to an all-time high, President Gerard 
Swope announced last week. 

Net sales billed—representing ship- 
ments—during the first six months this 
year amounted to $693,070,838, com- 
pared with $626,871,716 for the similar 
period a year ago, an increase of 11 
percent. These amounts were after pro- 
vision for voluntary price adjustments 
which were much greater this year than 
in the corresponding period of 1943. On 
the basis of physical output, the ship- 
ments to date this year were approxi- 
mately 20 percent greater than for the 
corresponding six months of 1943, indi- 
cating substantial reductions in prices 
of the company’s production for the 
armed services. 

Primarily because of these price re- 
ductions, the company’s income from 
sales for the six months this year was 
27 percent less than for the same period 
a year earlier. This decrease was offset 
by an increase in income from other 
sources and a reduction, from $136,000,- 
000 to $97,500,000 or 28 percent, in 
the amount required as provision for 
federal taxes on income and for post- 
war adjustments and _ contingencies. 
The profit available for dividends for 
the first six months this year was 
$20,770.700, or 72 cents a share of 
common stock, compared with $21,061,- 
629. or 73 cents a share for the same 
period last year. 


Federal Electric Buys 
Colt Electrical Unit 


Announcement has been made of the 
completion of negotiations for the pur- 
chase of the electrical division of Colt’s 
Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Co. 
by Federal Electric Products Co., 
Newark, N. J. 

Louis W. Cole, president of Federal, 
stated that the acquisition of the new 
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properties is a part of the company’s 
program of expansion, bringing to- 
gether, as it does, the manufacturing, 
engineering and selling facilities of 
two companies with complimentary and 
supplementary markets. 

The manufacture of Colt products 
will be continued at Hartford with the 
same personnel under the supervision 
of Thomas M. Cole, executive vice-presi- 


dent of Federal. 


New Bright Alloy 
Plate Developed 


A joint technical paper on a re- 
cently developed Bright Alloy Plating 
Process was presented at the American 
Electro-platers’ Society convention held 
recently in Cleveland, by M. B. Diggin, 
Hanson-Van Winkle-Munning Co., and 
G. W. Jernstedt of Westinghouse. The 
Hanson-Van Winkle-Munning Co., Mat- 
awan, N. J. is the agent for marketing 
and servicing the process in industry. 

Developed in the laboratories of the 


‘can be maintained automatically, 


LEARN BY DOING—The old pedagogical rule, “Learn to Do by Doing”, is the keystou 
of the highly successful field schools established by Frigidaire Division of Generd 
Motors under the Wartime Service Training Program, which it is conducting on & 
refrigeration front. Students, working on actual refrigeration products, quickly lect 
the “feel” of tools and service procedure 
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Westinghouse Electric & Manufacty 
ing Co. it has been used with gre, 
success as a protective coating on may 
important electrical products, 7, 
coating consists of an alloy of coppe 
tin and zinc. 

The anodes are composed of coppey 
tin and zinc. The process is nove ; 
that alloy anodes of the same compo, 
tion as the deposit have been perfected 
thus the metal concentration of the ha 


deposits come from the solution brig 
and are blue-white in color. 
The plating solution is composed 
ordinary chemicals and contains , 
organic addition agent having wettip 
properties. Special formulas are p, 
vided for still and barrel plating. 
Nickel, gold, silver, copper and oth. 
metals can be plated over or unde 
this alloy deposit. Chromium can | 
applied directly over the alloy depos 
although the work should be given 
light anodic cleaning to remove the fils 
remaining because of the presence , 
the wetting agent. Except in cas¢ 
where the alloy deposit is to be furthe 
plated, special rinses or treatments 
not required. The alloy deposit 
readily soldered using rosin as a fly 
Since the bright alloy is non-ma 
netic in an electrical field it is an ¢ 
pecially desirable coating in the m 
facture of electrical equipment. It 
an excellent coating for both { 
decoration and protection of fine i 
struments. 
The equipment required is similar 
that used for copper plating. Unline 
steel tanks are satisfactory. Steel coi 


New 


o 


» used for heating the solution to 
e proper temperature which, for 
il] plating, is 140°-150° F. and for 
re] plating, is 150°-160° F. When 
re than one tank is operated from 
generator On a 6 volt line, a 2 volt 
op theostat is used, Usually the 
eostat should be based on a cathode 
rent density of 15-20 amp. per sq. 
of surface area. 


‘onerator Orders 
In Sharp Advance 


New orders for motors and genera- 
rs during the month of May increased 
pstantially over the preceding month, 

index compiled by the National 
trical Manufacturers Association, 
vancing to 483 from 346 (revised) in 
pril. This represents an increase of 


ee Rr 
FMAMJJASONDJFMAM 


IMA INDEX, value of orders received 


percent. 
od at 438. 
djustment .for cancellations _re- 
ed up to Dec. 31, 1943, is included 
the 1943 indexes. No adjustment 
been made for renegotiation of 
tracts, the announcement states. 
ingle phase, integral hp. motors 
¢ been added to the series begin- 
¢ with the month of January, 1944. 


In May, 1943, the index 


ters Home Freezer Field 


nnouncement has been made that 
tinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
will enter the home freezer field 
t the war with a complete line of 
zet cabinets for home and farm use. 


Field Reports on Business 


WPB has announced that for the fiscal year 1944, United States war expendi- 

tures amounted to $89,900,000,000 compared to $75,100,000,000 in fiscal 1943, 

or an increase of about 20 per cent. War orders rather than utility business are 
absorbing the productive capacity of electrical manufacturers. 


NEW ENGLAND 


New England industries are beginning 
to shorten the weekly working period. Un- 
filled orders held by manufacturers of 
electrical equipment are still in fair num- 
bers due in part to lack of raw materials 
and in part to a scarcity of highly skilled 
labor. Bids for government contracts cover 
widely diversified electrical products and 
are in good number. 

Connecticut companies receiving recent 
ASO awards include $100,000 in testing 
equipment, Manning, Maxwell & Moore, 
Bridgeport; $131,588 in engine parts, Cuno 
Engineering Co., Meriden, Conn.; electric 
shears, Stanley Elec. Tool Div., New Brit- 
ain. Sprague Electric and Aerovox capaci- 
tor sales are active and Spencer Thermo- 
stat Co., Attleboro, Mass., has received a 
contract for circuit breakers for the Navy. 

Recent sales of industrial electric heat- 
ing equipment in this area include a 45-kw. 
glass annealing furnace and a 12-kw. infra- 
red outfit for baking wrinkles on metal 
pieces. Central Maine Power expended 
in 5 months $258,559 in replacements and 
property additions for war and related 
service. 

Wiring supplies will be more active in 
this area as a result of important contracts 
recently awarded. Large scale orders for 
wiring materials are in view for a recrea- 
tion building at a Massachusetts naval de- 
pot costing $142,700, and in addition bar- 
racks, and hospital facilities at Chelsea, 
Mass., costing $665,000. Connecticut manu- 
facturers submitted bids for electric water 
coolers involving more than $25,000 and 
for electric dish-washing equipment for 
ship installation. 


PACIFIC COAST 


The total value of June building permits 
for the seven western states showed an 
increase of 30 percent over the total for 
June, 1943, mainly because of California 
and Utah increases, while the northwest 
decreased about 50 percent. 

Industrial developments include a pro- 
posed manufacturing plant for Denner- 
Gates Rubber Co.; expansion of Rheem 
Mfg. Co. in Richmond; two cold storage 
warehouses, costing $1,000,000, in Portland; 
a $400,000 enlargement of Goodyear Air- 
craft Corp. at Litchfield Park, Ariz.; and 
the China Aircraft Corp.’s assembly plant 
in San Francisco, eventually te employ 
3,000 Chinese workers and scheduled to 
open in August. Infra-red lamp installa- 
tions have facilitated shipments of steel 
drum te Russia. 

New government work covers additional 
contracts, aggregating $6,700,000, for Naval 
Ordnance Depot at Seal Beach; additional 
barracks costing $1,250,000 for Alameda 
Naval Air Station; nurses’ dormitories at 
several locations in Portland region; en- 
largement of overseas freight terminal for 
Navy at San Francisco; $750,000 for addi- 
tions to several naval air stations in Wash- 
ington; and contracts, totaling $1,300,000, 
for auxiliary naval air stations in the state 
of California. 

A typical order for lighting many such 
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airfields is that of $22,562 for Holtville. 
General Electric was low bidder for + 
portable capacitor assemblies and five 
switching assemblies for Wenatchee sub- 
station of Bonneville System, their figure 
being $165,358. 


NEW YORK 


War expenditures by the United States 
Government hit a new monthly high in 
June of $7,957,000,000, an increase of 
$39,000,000 or 0.5 percent over May ex- 
penditures, according to figures compiled 
by the U. S. Treasury and announced by 
the War Production Board. 

Civil engineering construction in con- 
tinental United States totalled $36,063,000 
last week. This volume was 42 percent 
below 1944’s second-high of a week ago 
and 26 percent below the volume reported 
to Engineering News-Record for the cor- 
responding 1943 week. Private work 
climbed 32 percent over the preceding week 
and 136 percent over last year, but public 
construction was 55 and 45 percent lower, 
respectively, than in the preceding week 
and the 1943 week. The week’s construc- 
tion brought 1944 volume to $1,009,325,000 
for the 29 weeks, a decrease of 50 percent 
from the $2,021,386,000 reported for the 
period in 1943. 


CHICAGO 


War orders rather than utility business 
continue to monopolize productive capacity 
of electrical manufacturers, sustaining their 
activity at high levels. 

There are, however, a scattering of 
utility construction projects, all in the es- 
sential expansion category, currently get- 
ting under way in the greater Chicago area. 
Iowa Public Service Co., Sioux City, for 
instance will soon begin rebuilding a por- 
tion of a power substation recently dam- 
aged by fire. Illinois Northern Utilities. 
Dixon, has plans for extending a 33,000- 
volt transmission line about 30 miles. A 
large power substation adjacent to the 
Cedar Rapids power plant of Iowa Electric 
Light & Power Co. is currently being 
erected. Work is to start in the near future 
on the addition of a 50,000-kw. turbo-gener- 
ator unit and 500,000 Ib. per hr. high 
pressure boiler at the Dixen generating 
station of Illinois Northern Utilities. 

Hatfield Electric Co., Chicago electrical 
contracting firm, have recently been 
awarded a $67,426 contract by the Navy 
for additional secondary wiring at Navy 
Pier incidental to conversion of the naval 
training school from an aviation machinist 
to a radio technician school. Werk is to 
begin immediately. 

Electroline Co., electrical connector 
manufacturing firm, has been awarded a 
Dept. of Commerce order for undisclosed 
thousands of “fieges”, a wire rope fitting 
used in ship construction: J. E. Fast & 
Co. has been awarded a contract for an 
undisclosed number of capacitors by a 
Philadelphia Aivation Supply office. Qhm- 
ite Manufacturing Co. has received an 
order for rheostats from the same desig- 
nated Philadelphia Aviation Supply Office. 
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SEC DECISIONS—HEARINGS 





The Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, in a series of orders recently is- 
sued affecting electric utility companies: 


Autuorizep Issuance by New Orleans 
Public Service, Inc., of $34,500,000 of 
bonds and 77,798 shares of $100 par value 
preferred stock, subject to the rule of com- 
petitive bidding. The commission also 
shortened the competitive bidding period 
from ten days to six. Proceeds from the 
issue are to be used in a refunding pro- 
gram by the company. 


FILED MEMORANDUM in the United States 
District Court for the. District of Oregon 
urging denial of a petition by trustees for 
Portland Electric Power Co., which asked 
the court to determine the value of Port- 
land’s properties as of July 1, 1944. The 
commission previously denied as unfair and 
inequitable four reorganization plans sub- 
mitted by the trustees, prior preference 
stockholders. bondholders and the Guaranty 
Trust Co., New York, indenture trustee. 


GRANTED EXTENSION until September to 
American Utilities Service Corp. for filing 
amendments to its proposed recapitalization 
plan to comply with an order of the SEC, 
dated June 21. 1944. Originally the com- 
mission had given the company 30 days 
in which to amend its plan. 


Has RELIEVED Potomac Electric Power 
Co. of the necessity for notifying the com- 
mission 30 days in advance of the declara- 
tion of any cash dividend on the company’s 
common stock. The restriction was im- 
posed in connection with Potomac’s $5,000.- 
000 first mortgage bond issue of 1942. 


PERMITTED TO BECOME effective a joint 
declaration filed bv Granville Electric Co. 
and its parent, NY PA NJ Utilities Co. 
This covers the transfer to NY PA NJ by 
Granville, now inactive, of all its assets, 
consisting of $350,392.96 in cash and 20 
shares of common stock of Atlantic Utility 
Service Corp., carried on its books at $265, 
in discharge of the presently outstanding 
open-account indebtedness of Granville to 
NY PA NJ of $36.456.87, and the contri- 
bution of NY PA NJ to Granville of all of 
the latter’s common stock for cancellation, 
after which Granville will be dissolved. 


Applications Filed 


Frorma Power Corp. has filed a regis- 
tration statement as another step in the 
voluntary recapitalization plan of Georgia 
Power & Light Co.. under Section 11 (E) 
of the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act. Florida registered 40,000 shares of 
$100 par cumulative preferred stock which 
is to be sold at competitive bidding pur- 
suant to the Commission’s Rule U-50. Divi- 
dend rate will be named by the successful 
bidder. Proceeds will be used to redeem 
5,940 shares of 7 percent $50 par pre- 
ferred which is to be called at $52.50 per 
share and 28.762 shares of 7 percent $100 
par preferred which is to be called at $110 
per share. Total cost of the redemption, 
including premiums, is $3.475.670. Both 
Florida Power and Georgia Power are 
controlled by General Gas & Electric Corp. 
Total cost of the redemption, including 
premiums, is $3.475,670. The commission 
will hold an oral argument on August 10 
on the issue raised by a couple of co- 
operatives whether General Gas should be 


required to sell its interest in Georgia 
Power to the co-ops instead of to Florida 
Power. 


PENNSYLVANIA Gas & Etectric Corp. 
has asked the SEC approval of a series 
of transactions leading to the liquidation 
and dissolution of Old Dominion Gas & 
Electric Corp., Petersburg, Va. 


American Power & Licut Co., one of 
the largest sub-holding units in the Electric 
Bond & Share Co. system, has applied for 
permission to retire at face value and 
accrued interest $37,853,900 of debentures, 
or the total amount of the company’s out- 
standing indebtedness. Under the plan 
American Power proposes to retire $34,- 
445.500 of its own direct 6 percent deben- 
tures due in 2016 and $3,408,400 of as- 
sumed 6 percent debentures of the South- 
western Power & Light Co. due in 2022. 
American Power has been ordered dis- 
solved by the SEC under the provisions of 
the Public Utility Holding Company Act, 
but the issue currently is before the Su- 
preme Court for determination. In the 
event that the company obtains a favor- 
able decision from the Supreme Court, the 
plan points out, debentures that have been 
paid off will be reinstated at the election 
of holders of the obligations. 


BirmincuHaM E ectric Co. has registered 
$10.000.000 of first mortgage refunding 
bonds, due 1974, with the SEC. The bonds 
will be offered for competitive bidding un- 
der Rule U-50, with underwriters offering 
price and interest rate to be filed later 
by amendment. The new issue will re- 
place the currently outstanding first and 
refunding 414s of 1968, which will be re- 
deemed at 101 and accrued interest. 


Cittes Service Powrr & Licut Co. and 
its subsidiarv, Federal Light & Traction 
Co. has petitioned the SEC to extend for 
one year to August 17, 1945, the time for 
integrating their systems under the pro- 
visions of the Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act. In their joint applications both 
companies cite the progress they have made 
to date toward integration. 


INTERSTATE Powrr Co.. a subsidiary of 
Ogden Corp., has applied for authority to 
sell to Otter Tail Power Co. all of its 
electrical and water properties located in 
ten Minnesota counties for a base purchase 


price of $3,000,000 subject to certain ad- 





UTILITY REPORTS 





Net Income 
44 1943 


*American Pewer & Light 


Ome CG i. ss seio-e .. $14,742,755 $14,271,248 
tCentral Hudson Gas & 

WG co ate ieiee 1,296,206 1,498,958 
tConnecticut Light 

NOE sad deep cteke 3,744,519 3,741,535 
tidaho Power ............ 1,361,238 1,263,092 
tlowa Southern Utilities. 427,434 428 373 
*Mountain States Power. . 801,249 694,442 
*Northwestern Electric .. 641 ,882 697,295 
*Pacific Power & Light... 986,772 1,056,630 
+Public Service New 

Hampshire ........... 1,345,691 1,441,130 
*San Diego Gas & Electric 1,546,840 - 1,539,409 
+Sioux City Gas & Electric 642,797 719,185 
tTampa Electric ....... 1,201,081 1,176,614 
*Utah Power & Light and 

MN a LG: ora bu% oak 2,265,907 2,013,043 





*Twelve months ended May 31. 
tTwelve months ended June 30. 
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justments. The proposed sale is termed 
step toward limiting the operations of Inter. 
state to a single integrated public utilj, 
system in compliance with tion 1) of 
the holding company act. It is also py 
of the program outlined in Interstate’ 
voluntary plan now being considered }, 
the commission. 


NY PA NJ Uririties Co. has filed a pet; 
tion to purchase, at auction sale, 7124) 
shares of the common stock of Jersey Con 
tral Power & Light Co. for $5,365,000, Th. 
purpose of the proposal is to give NY Pp, 
NJ 100 percent control of the stock. Thg 
shares are pledged as collateral for $20,099 
000 face amount of National Public Sery 
ice Corp. secured gold debentures, 5 , 
cent series, due 1978, 


Hearings Scheduled 


Avucust 7: Has been set as the time limi 
for interested parties to ask for a hearin 
on the proposal of Utah Power & Light 
sell its 1,240 kw. steam-electric play 
transmission and distribution lines and re 
lated facilities in the town of Green Riy 
Wyo., to Southern Wyoming Utilities (; 
Consideration for the sale is $250,000 cas 
plus inventories. Proceeds from the sal 
will be applied to the reduction of Utah’ 
first mortgage indebtedness. 


utl 
Alu 


Aucust 7: On voluntary plan providin 
for the reclassification of the outstandin 
preferred and common stocks of Unite 
Public Utilities Corp. into a single cla 
of $5 par value common stock. 


Aucust 10: On granting an additio 
year to United Corp. in which that utili 
may comply with the order issued by th 
commission August 14, 1943, requiring th 
holding company to change its existin 
capitalization to a single class of comm 
stock and to go out of business as a holdin 
company. 

. 


Figures Show Big Gain 
for Fluorescent Fixture 


Output of fluorescent lighting fixtur 
skyrocketed between 1939 and 19 
WPB reported this week in releasi 
figures showing that shipments of i 
candescent and fluorescent fixtures la 
year were valued at $35,200,000. 

Shipments in 1939 were valued 
$35,328,000, WPB reported. Most 
tures that year were of the incandesce 
type. Last year, fluorescent fixt 
shipments were valued at $20,113,000. 

Fluorescent fixtures include hot a 
cold cathode types of commercial 4 
industrial fixtures. Incandescent § 
tures include residential, commer 
and industrial types. 


Shasta Power Line Opene 


A 75-mile power line from Shasta 
Oroville, Calif., which opened the | 
week in July has enabled the Pac’ 
Gas & Electric Co. to take 70 per 
of the power produced by the Shi 
Project. The utility is leasing the ) 
built by the government at a co 
$1,250,000, for $75,000 a year. 


thwest Pool Weighs 
\luminum Plant Contract 


epresentatives of the Southwest 
er Pool, an association of electric 
panies which supply part of the 
er used by the Defense Plant Cor- 
,tion’s Jones Mill Aluminum plant, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, conferred 
| the Arkansas State Utilities Com- 
sion July 14 in regard to extending 
contract beyond its expiration date 
uly 31. 

airman Marvin Hathcoat of the 
mission said the companies wanted 
retain the present rate, approxi- 
sly 7.2 cents per kw.-hr. He said that 
ough the commission has favored a 
ction, he thought present condi- 
s justified the higher figure. South- 
Power Pool’s contract, through the 
ansas Power & Light Co., was signed 
ethan two years ago. 

{r. Hathcoat said the companies did 
want to continue supplying power 
the plant unless the present rate 
maintained. The Ark-La Electric 
pperative, which also furnishes 
er to the plant from Grand River 
p in Oklahoma at a lower rate, has 
cated it was interested in withdraw- 
service to the mill, Mr. Hathcoat 
. No formal application to renew 
contract has been made. 


.& E. Co. Will Use Gas, 
ay Save 216,000 bbl. Oil 


pecting to save 216,000 barrels of 
ce fuel oil by maximum use of gas 
s steam power houses during the 
quarter of 1944, the Pacific Gas 
ectric Co, announced recently con- 
tion of additional natural gas 
‘mission facilities was underway. 
dditional pipe lines being laid at 
st of $2,000,000 will help relieve 
fuel oil situation throughout Cal- 
lia, company officials said, by 
ing gas available for use in elee- 
generating plants. 


th Transfer Confirmed 


ransfer of transportation facilities 
tah Light and Traction Co., to Salt 
City Lines, a new operating sub- 
bry of Pacific City Lines, was con- 
ed recently in Salt Lake City by the 
Public Service Commission. 
ockholders of Utah Power and 
it Co., parent of Utah Light and 
tion Co., who contended that the 
ed sale price of $675,000 was too 
were denied their petition to re- 
hearings in the price case. 


Sales Opportunities 


Ittinois—Corn Products Refining Co., 
Pekin, manufacturer of starch, syrups, dex- 
trine, etc., plans new steam-electric power 
plant at local factory, reported to cost 
over $250,000, with equipment. Contract 
is being awarded for structural steel fram- 
ing and work on superstructure will be 
placed under way soon. Project is under- 
stood to have a prierity rating. Main offices 
are at 17 Battery Pl., New York, N. Y. 


Nortu Daxota—Otter Tail Power Co., 
Fergus Falls, Minn., plans early rebuilding 
of power substation at Wahpeton, used in 
conjunction with local Kidder generating 
plant, recently damaged by fire. No official 
estimate of loss announced. Company is 
said to be securing priority rating. 


Kansas—Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
1144 East Market St., Akron, Ohio, has 
contracted with government for new plant, 
for production of certain materials for war 
service, comprising large building for ex- 
tensive output. Cost estimated about 
$1,500,000, with machinery and electrical 
equipment. Financing by Defense Plant 
Corp. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


FLorma—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., plans 
installation of motor-driven air compressors 
and auxiliary equipment at Naval Oper- 
ating Base. Also will make extensions in 
electrical distribution system at Naval 
Training School, including service con- 
nections and other operating facilities. No 
official estimate of cost announced. 


Iowa—Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
Contract and Service Branch, City Hall. 
Kansas City, Mo., has approved plans for 
new airport, in conjunction with city, which 
will be financially interested. Work will 
begin at early date. Project will include 
hangar, shops, administration building and 
other structures, with mechanical and elec- 
trical equipment. Also underground elec- 
trical distribution lines, boundary lights, 
control tower and other operating facilities. 
Cost estimated about $1,550,000. 


Orecon—Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion, Department of Interior, Portland, has 
plans under way for power substation at 
new alumina clay processing plant of 
Columbia Metals Corp., now nearing com- 
pletion and soon to be placed in operation. 
Power supply for plant service will be 
furnishéd from Bonneville-Grand Coulee 
transmission system. New power substa- 
tion will have a rating of 37,500-kw., to be 
stepped-up to 50,000-kw., with installation 
of forced air cooling equipment to increase 
transformer capacity. Station will be con- 
nected with new 115,000-volt line, which 
is now being constructed to plant site, 
where temporary terminal facilities will be 
provided until new substation is built. 
Application has been made to WPB for a 
priority rating. 


PENNSYLVANIA—Titan Metal Mfg. Co., 
Bellefonte, manufacturer of brass and 
bronze castings, forgings, etc., will carry 
out expansion in plant for production for 
government, including new buildings with 
machinery and electrical equipment. Cost 
estimated about $1,450,000, with financing 
by Defense Plant Corp. Work will proceed 
at once. 


Iowa—Municipal Utilities Department, 
Corning, has plans maturing for expansion 
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in municipal power plant, including instal- 
lation of new diesel engine-generator unit 
and auxiliary equipment. A priority rating 
has been secured. 


PEeNNsyYLVANIA—West Penn Power Co., 
Pittsburgh, has placed order with Beth- 
lehem Steel Co., Bethlehem, Pa., for 3,000 
tons of structural shapes for new addition 
to steam-electric generating station and 
work on superstructure will proceed at 
early date. Entire project is estimated to 
cost approximately $6,000,000. Sanderson 
& Porter, 52 William St., New York, N. Y., 
are consulting engineers. 


MaryL_anp—Construction Service, Veter- 
ans’ Administration, Washington, D. C., 
will receive bids until] August 22 for addi- 
tional buildings at institution at Perry 
Point, totaling 1,768,000 cu.ft., with com- 
plete electrical and mechanical equipment. 
Also outside electrical distribution lines 
and services, electric elevators, ventilating 
equipment, boiler plant equipment and 
other electrical facilities. 


Wasuincton—Utah-Idaho Sugar Co., 
Inc., Salt Lake City, Utah, has preliminary 
plans under way for new beet sugar mill, 
to be carried out as a post-war project. 
It will comprise several one and multi- 
story buildings, with machinery and elec- 
trical equipment for large capacity. A 
power plant is planned, as well as motor- 
driven pumping station for heavy flow of 
water under steady volume for mill service. 
Entire project is reported to cost in excess 


of $750,000. 


NepraskA—Loup River Public Power 
District, Columbus, has plans and surveys 
under way for extensions in transmission 
and distribution lines in different areas, 
including several new power substations 
and other operating facilities, with service 
connections, meter installations, etc. En- 
tire program is estimated to cost approxi- 
mately $1,000,000. Proposed to begin work 
in fall. It is understood that application 
has been made for a priority rating. 


Vircinta—Stauffer Chemical Co., 420 
Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y., manufac- 
turer of technical and industrial chemicals, 
will begin work soon on new branch plant 
on 25-acre tract of land, to be used pri- 
marily for production of carbon bisulphide. 
It will comprise a main unit, 40x200 ft., and 
several smaller structures, with machinery 
and electrical equipment for large output. 
A boiler house and power substation are 
planned. Cost estimated over $500,000. 
Project has a priority rating. Brown & 
Matthews, Inc., 122 East 42nd St., New 
York, is engineer and building contractor. 


Wasuincton—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., will receive bids until 
August 15 for floating steel caisson for 
maintenance of spillway bucket at Grand 
Coulee dam, Columbia Basin project; also, 
until August 16 for eight caisson puller 
machines for same service at same place. 
Equipment in both cases will be installed 
by government (Specifications 1077 and 
1753-D, respectively). 


OrEcoN—West Oregon Electric Coopera- 
tive, Veronia, will begin work soon on 
extensions and improvements in two gen- 
erating stations now being taken over, 
with installation of additional equipment 
for increased capacity. 





Electronic Welding Control 





Voltage regulator CR7503—D 157; steel enclos 
ure; 230, 460 or 575 v.- 50/60 o General 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. 


Regulator consists of resistor circuit and 
an electronic circuit. The latter is said to 
hold line voltage within variations of +10 
or —20 percent. Also reported to change, 
electronically, phase control voltages of 
main welding control panel. Said to be 
usable on welding circuits whose p.f. is 
between 20 and 70 percent. Also reported 
to operate whether or not welding current 
is flowing. 


Etcher 





Too! Room etal etcher; four etcher heats 
120-, 240-, 420- and 700-watts ideal Commu- 
tator Dresser Co., {02! Park Ave., Sycamore 


Suitable for marking tools, gauges, ream- 
ers, dies, punches and fixtures, etcher can 
be used on iron and steel or its alloys. 
Features include red indicating lamp, pro- 
tected four-heat switch, removable hinged 
cover, and renewable work plate. Small, 
two-ounce tool is available for marking thin, 
delicate parts. 
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A. C. Electrode 


Fleetweld 35; sizes '%, 5/32, and 3/16 inches: 
o in. long; Lincoln Electric Co., Cleveland, 
hio. 


An electrode reported as designed for 
a.c. operation but will operate on either 
polarity of d.c..can be used on flat, ver- 
tical or overhead positions. The as-welded 
weld metal specimens are reported testing 


as follows: 
62,000 to 70,000 psi. 


Tensile strength 
Yield strength 52,000 to 57,000 psi. 
23 to 30% 


Ductility (Elongation in 2 in.) 


Indicating Light 





120 V: H. R, Kirkland Co., 


No. 590 D/E Unit: 
Morristown, N. J. 





bia is 


Type 3 E metallizing gun: uses '% in. stoci- 
rate of deposition, ibs. per hr., zinc 40 +; 
70, lead 110, solder 90 and babbitt 75 Metal. 
lizing Engineering Co., o 38-14 30th S 
Long Island City |, N. 


Metco type 3E metallizing gun using 
in. stock which, it is reported, is not affects 
by air pressure fluctuations. Uses Univer: 
Gas Head which allows it to be operated, 
any commercial gas—in conjunction yi 
oxygen and compressed air. 






Relay 





Lens-cap is of threaded type and contains 
cup shape glass lens. Mounts in single hole 
of j in. diameter. Lens available in red, 
green, blue, amber, white, and clear or 
sand blasted glass. Screw candelabra base 
for use with T 44 neon glow lamp or S6 
tungsten bulb. Socket sections available for 
use with other types of bulbs. 


Silicone-treated Coils 


National Electric Coil Co. (Columbus, 
Ohio and Bluefield, West Virginia) an- 
nounce limited availability of coils for elec- 
trical apparatus insulated with National 
Micaglas and Fiberglas insulation bonded 
with Silicone. National Silicone-bonded 
Fiberglas and Micaglas are also available 
in restricted quantities. 








KL Series; 3 amp., 100 v., 60 ¢ non-inductt 
KLD-I is | 13/16 in. long; same in wid 
height; wt. 34 to 4 0z.; mounted two ts 
tapped holes, | 7/16 in. on centers. Pot 
& Brumfield Mfg. Co., Inc., 107 No. First » 
Princeton, Ind. 


Reported to operate at 0.2 watts. >4 
have wiping action of spring mounted 
tact. Contacts are fine silver; arrange™ 
° up to and including four pole double tx 
Coils may be supplied for voltages 
. . 220 v. c. . dc. 

Plastic Covering aw ee eee 


Safety-T-Dek fic covering: slip-proof; Trus- 
con [oheetaietne Cani# & G. T. R. R., De- 
troit 1, Mich. 7 BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: 


McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reler# 
is a convenient place to look firs 
manufacturers’ product data, names 
addresses. 


Developed for shipboard usage for areas 
which become wet or where oil is spilled. 
Applied with a trowel to a thickness of 
about #2 in. Is reported to be tough and to 
stick to wood, steel, concrete or glass. 
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15 KV Load Interrupter Switch and 
Fuse Combination 


= as one unit, S & C Load Interrupter Disconnects 
and Power Fuse Combinations as illustrated—reduce in- 
stallation time and initial investment costs. 


em 


You can break loads without arcing at the main con- ee ve Sneeatea 
u 

tacts, up to 400 amperes and get short-circuit protection, ___Rating> | _7,500_| 

in one assembly. Suitable for use on 2300/4000, 6600, ==SMPC. S00 115, 000112,500110,000) 7,500 

and 13,200 volt circuits. SMPC. 5200000; 00017-S0015, 

ogre : : : y 40,000 _|35,000)30,000 

Simplify your next substation instcllations with these ooEauigged wlth Condeaenr 
S & C Combinaticn Assemblies. Recommendations and a 

copy of Bulletin 202-A are both available cn request. 








Rating> 





SCHWEITZER & CONRAD, Inc. 


4435 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40, U.S.A. 
Supplied in Canada through Powerlite Devices, Ltd., Toronto, Ont. 






















Only Qlllis- Chalmers Lh Gap Regubellers 
ae yy You Che These Featured: 


Closer Regulation 


In_1933 Allis-Chalmers Introduced the first Feeder Voltage Regulators provided with 54% steps. 
These half-cycling steps plus ‘“Feather-Touch Control” permit band width settings within + 54%, 


Lower Exciting Current 


Allis-Chalmers 5% Step Regulators need only one-third the exciting current required by older 
type regulators. The step regulator, in effect, releases kva for other purposes...or reduces the 
burden of the generating system and the primary distribution system, 


Longer Contact Life 


No Contact Has Ever Been Replaced on an A-C Regulator due to deterioration under normal wear. 
One reason is the Quick-Break mechanism with self-snubbing action...changes taps with a snap! 


Fewer Bolted Connections 


Exclusive Unit Construction eliminates 78 bolted connections required with conventional terminal 
board and stud arrangement. Both mechanism and transformer can be removed or placed in tank 
as a unit... without disconnecting leads or removing terminals! Possibility of failure is minimized. 


Minimum Maintenance 


All Moving Parts requiring lubrication, even the driving motor, are completely immersed in oil. 
There is nothing to lubricate. INo holding or braking devices required ... nothing to adjust or replace! 
if 
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ee. in the Boston Symphony, Blue Network, every Saturday at 8:30 pm, EWT. 








